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"However, we wish to add a further direction having bearing on the subject. We have already
noted the significance of protection and restoration of water bodies for the environment. The protection
of water bodies not only add to availability of water for different purposes, it also contributes to recharge
of ground and maintaining e-flow in the rivers is congenial to micro climate in sub-watersheds as well as
enhancing the natural aesthetics .While the rain water harvesting is certainly important, harvesting
surplus water during excessive rains from any areas of catchment needs to be optimized by enchancing
the capacity of the existing ponds/water bodies, creation of water harvesting structures in the sub- i
watersheds to the cxent possible, apart from setting up of additional water bodies/water harvesting ,,“5%
structures wherever viable, utilizing available funds including under MGNREGA and involving the ﬁ{
community at large at every level. Gram Panchayats can certainly play a significant role in the matter. r'\“
Once adequate capacity enchancement of water bodies takes place, excess flood/rain water can be
channelized by using appropriate water haresting techniques. This action needs to be coordinated by the
District Magistrates in coordination with the Department of Irrigation and flood control or other
concerngd Department such as Department of Rural Development/Urban Development/Local

Il e

[

e, e RBATaE L2 1
,ugr o WA AT rT

TR 4

P Wy
W 7%

Bodies/Fbrest/Revenue etc. The District Magistrate may as far as possibile hold a meeting of all the Stake é

holders for the purpose as per the District Environment plan or Watershed plan within one month from }

today. The District Magistrate ma.y also ensure that as far as possible atleast one pond/water body must fa*;

be restored in every Village, apart from creation of any new pond/Water body." ;:j
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